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Jackson Middle earns AVID National Demonstration School 
designation
For the fifth time, the Title 1 middle school fulfilled the rigorous requirements 

April 4, 2019 – Jackson Middle School recertified as an AVID (Advancement Via Individual 
Determination) National Demonstration School. 

AVID is a data-driven program proven 
to close the achievement gap in 
education, primarily with students from 
lower socio-economic backgrounds, 
and prepare them for post-secondary 
education. Students in an AVID 
program learn the necessary skills to 
be successful in advanced academic 
coursework and knowledgeable about 
the importance of higher education. 

With an intense focus on student 
achievement, AVID teaches students 
the academic, organizational and studying behaviors that will help them succeed in school and 
life. Students also receive support through a collaborative tutoring group and peer counseling. 

The AVID validation committee wrote: “The staff at JMS sets a culture of high-expectations for 
students in a positive and safe learning environment and works hard to include families, 
whenever possible.” 

Jackson Middle School is one of three National Demonstration Schools in OCPS. Freedom HS 
and Southwest MS also earned the designation. The schools underwent a rigorous validation 
process, that included a visit from the national review committee and the submission of data 
demonstrating positive student outcomes. These are three of the 190 elite AVID National 
Demonstration schools in the United States. Overall, AVID is implemented in 5,600 schools in 
44 states, the District of Columbia and 16 countries and U.S. territories. 

"Celebrating a dozen years of demo wouldn’t be possible without the passion, innovation and 
determination of every member of our Jackson AVID family. AVID has been the heart of 
Jackson’s college readiness culture since 2004 and we are continuing to cultivate 
compassionate, reflective, inquisitive lifelong learners through the integration of our incredible IB 
and AVID schoolwide systems of learning,” said Dana McLane, Jackson Middle School AVID 
coordinator. 



Jackson Middle School uses schoolwide planner and binder checks and a professional learning 
focus on binders, agendas and focused note-taking. Additionally, the system they are most 
proud of is the collaboration between the AVID Coordinator and the International Baccalaureate 
Coordinator. 

The validation committee said, “There is strong collaboration between the AVID and IB 
programs. These two systems ensure all students have opportunities to take rigorous courses 
and be exposed to rigorous texts as part of the Close Reading process. Jackson Middle School 
is an excellent example of how multiple initiatives can work together on a campus. These are 
not competing programs, but rather collaborative programs, on their site.” 

(For more information, please contact Media Promotions at 407.317.3458 or pio@ocps.net ) 
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